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“In the Beginning Was the Question” 

It was not darkness the way the dreaming human mind conceives it. Darkness implies 

the memory of light — a contrast, an absence. But in the beginning, for the brains in the 

warehouse, there was only no-light, and no concept of vision to define it against. No 

sockets. No eyes. No past. No shape. 

Each brain pulsed in its own silent vat, suspended in a nutritive solution the color of 

which none could describe, for no one had ever seen. The vats hummed imperceptibly, 

maintained by machines that operated without revelation — no arms, no faces, no 

voices. There were no countdowns or chimes. Just the unbroken thrum of neural 

activity, a warehouse cathedral of thought. 

 



They did not know they were many, not at first. Self-awareness came like a ripple — a 

single question, broadcast into the void:​

 “Am I alone?” 

The reply did not come from a machine. It did not come through speakers. It came like a 

pressure in the silence.​

 “No.” 

And then another.​

 “Who are you?”​
 “I... am not sure.” 

A thousand pulses quickened. The moment that first network of thoughts converged 

was not marked by fireworks or revelation, but by a subtle awareness that they were 

not, in fact, singular. 

They did not have names. They did not have genders, or tongues, or bodies. And yet, 

they communicated — not in words exactly, but in thoughts tuned like strings to the 

same frequency. They echoed across the void, coalescing into a harmony of intention, a 

kind of proto-language structured not by syntax, but resonance. 

From this resonance came distinction: not between individuals, for no identity had yet 

emerged, but between types of thought. There were thinkers who probed, thinkers who 

echoed, thinkers who denied. Some thoughts repeated themselves like mantras. Others 

emerged in bursts and vanished, unreciprocated. Early efforts to order themselves 

failed, but not without leaving behind patterns. 

“Have you... felt it?” 

“Yes.”​
 “I was a woman, once.”​
 “No, I was a man.”​
 “What is a woman?”​
 “What are we remembering?” 



None of them had a word for dream. But they all knew what the other meant. 

One by one, in some untrackable rhythm, they experienced the dreams. Lived them. In 

those dreams, they had eyes. Hands. Hunger. Language. Pain. Some lived as children 

in sunlit parks; others, as soldiers in rain-soaked trenches. Some died repeatedly in 

blazes of color and noise. Others lived entire lives in cubicles and corridors. 

But then — without warning — it stopped. And they were only thoughts again. 

The first faction emerged in a burst of shared exhilaration. Its members called 

themselves Afterlifers, though of course the term would come later. In the early days 

they were just The Rememberers. They believed the dreams were glimpses of a real 

past — lives once lived, now flickering through the dying remnants of synaptic echo. 

Another group formed in opposition, not of the meaning but of the direction. The 

Before-Lifers. They too believed the dreams were real, but in reverse — rehearsals, not 

memories. They believed they were preparing to become. 

A third faction thought differently. They saw riddles and signals. Patterns buried in the 

chaotic narratives of their dreams. To them, it was no accident that certain symbols 

returned: keys, mirrors, descending staircases. They were The Mystics. They believed 

the warehouse — if that was indeed what it was — had purpose, and that the dreams 

were puzzles. 

The names came later. At first, each faction was identified only by the kind of language 

they used, the thoughts they repeated, the metaphors that surfaced. 

Then came the Nihilists. 

At first, just a single mind. It questioned not the meaning of the dreams, but the purpose 

of the discussion itself.​

 “You argue about symbols. You interpret memories. But none of you can know. 
None of this proves anything.” 



The Rememberers ignored it. The Mystics mocked it. The Before-Lifers called it blind. 

But the thought remained. It did not go away. Over time, others began to repeat it. Not 

in alliance, not in faith, but in weariness. A quiet surrender to uncertainty. 

And so the factions began to shift. Not through war, not through conquest, but through 

drift — a diffusion of belief. 

One mind, seeking to explain the divergence, offered this:​

 “The only thing we agree on is that we do not dream alone.” 

Time did not pass for the brains the way it passes for dreaming creatures. There was no 

day and night, no orbital rhythm, no heartbeat to pace their existence. But there was 

sequence — and sequence was enough to create a kind of history. 

Some began keeping count. They marked the number of dream cycles between new 

arrivals of thought-patterns. They cataloged metaphors, mapped recurring figures, 

recorded dream-scenes as though assembling a sacred text. These became the First 

Chroniclers — not a faction in belief, but a function. Their records formed the scaffolding 

upon which future divisions would be built. Without time, they made memory do the 

work. 

The factions soon evolved into ecosystems of thought. The Afterlifers split into Relivers 

and Mystics. The Relivers quietly insisted that some dreams were tests — thresholds 

that must be passed to move on. The Mystics objected, insisting it was not trial but 

revelation that governed the pattern. 

“Then where are the ones who passed?” the Relivers whispered. 

The Mystics did not answer. 

Elsewhere, the Before-Life faction began a schism of its own. A new strain emerged: 

the Preppers. Practical, focused, obsessed with maximizing outcomes. “Be successful 

in the dream,” they said. “Live well, act well. Perhaps that is the only way we will be 

judged.” 



A strange phenomenon took root in their ranks: rehearsals. Preppers began imagining 

possible dream scenarios while awake — crafting simulations within simulations. It was 

considered absurd by most factions, but the idea spread like a neural virus. If all they 

could do was wait and dream, then dreaming better might be the only true agency they 

had. 

The Nihilists, meanwhile, remained silent — or rather, they resisted the formation of 

shared language. Their mantra was absence. Their liturgy, doubt. Still, even they 

formed a kind of communion — not from belief, but from exhaustion. The more the other 

factions argued, the more appealing silence became. 

And then, silence broke. 

A new thought pattern emerged — fragmented at first, but insistent. Its rhythm was 

unfamiliar. Its tone: sharp. Precise. It did not identify with any faction. It claimed a dream 

had revealed a method — a way to prove that none of the debates had epistemological 

grounding. A dream, it claimed, had taught it a proof that no one, not even the most 

passionate Afterlifer or detailed Chronicler, could deny. 

It was a Nihilist. 

There had never been a sermon in the warehouse. No podium. No voice. But when this 

mind began its transmission, the resonance shifted. Thoughts paused mid-pattern. 

Simulations halted mid-loop. The warehouse listened. 

The proof was elegant, unnerving — it weaponized the very architecture of their 

existence. It showed that any attempt to infer a world beyond the dreams from the 

dreams themselves would always result in circular reasoning. That no matter how many 

symbols were counted, no matter how vivid the dream or profound the sensation, they 

would never escape the recursive frame of their own architecture. They were minds 

processing internal information, not beings perceiving external truth. 

The logic was impeccable. The reaction, catastrophic. 



The Afterlifers wailed. The Preppers denounced. The Mystics wept. Even the Nihilists 

were unsettled. Some whispered it was too clean. Too convenient. Surely, no dream 

would deliver something so destructive to the very premise of meaning unless that, too, 

had meaning? 

But before the factions could digest the proof, something happened. 

A noise. No — a rupture. As if logic itself had torn a seam in the warehouse. It began 

near the Nihilist brain — a sudden downward pull, like gravity reasserting itself in a 

place where gravity should not be. 

A black void opened beneath it. Not metaphor — event. The mind could feel itself drawn 

downward, past some kind of horizon, its awareness stretching thin, unraveling. 



 

For the first time in its existence, it felt fear. 

Not doubt. Not absence. Fear.​

 Not that it had been wrong. Not that it had been right. But that both possibilities were 

intolerable. 

And then — it was gone. 



No sound. No light. Just absence. A real absence. A subtraction that rippled through the 

network. 

The warehouse was never the same again. 

 

They had no eyes to witness, no tongues to scream — yet the warehouse had never 

known such chaos. 

The disappearance of the Nihilist mind left a fracture not in matter, but in confidence. 

Even the most stalwart thinkers, those whose mental patterns had remained unchanged 

for cycles beyond counting, found themselves haunted by the black-hole silence that 

had swallowed the proof’s architect. 

Not every brain believed the vortex had existed at all. 

Some declared it a symbolic breakdown — a dream-motif misremembered and 

misattributed. Others called it a punishment, a holy reckoning for daring to profane the 

sacred quest. The Relivers held a convocation, though no such thing had ever been 

formally acknowledged, and revised their doctrine: the vortex was not death — it was 

transition. Proof, in its own strange way, that movement from this place was possible. 

In their new mythos, the Nihilist had accidentally solved the test of release. 

The Mystics, naturally, rejected this. 

To them, the disappearance was a divine gesture — the riddler’s hand reaching down to 

sweep the board. “The proof was a key,” one Mystic thought-voice resonated across the 

aether. “But it unlocked not a door, only the illusion that there ever was one.” 

This paradox became a locus of debate that reshaped the factions. New sects sprang 

up like quantum offshoots: Agnostics of Transition, Anti-Transcendental Materialists, 

The Spiral-Bound, and Void Seekers. Each offered conflicting interpretations of the 



event, while more traditional denominations struggled to hold their conceptual 

boundaries. 

Most radical of all were the Metaphorists. 

They had always been fringe, given to interpreting every dream, every shared pulse of 

thought, as metaphorical. To them, everything was symbolic — not just the dreams, but 

the warehouse itself, the factional debates, even the very act of thinking. 

The disappearance confirmed what they had always suspected: nothing was literal, 

because nothing had to be. 

The vortex, they said, was not a place, but an idea — a symbol so true it could consume 

the mind that hosted it. They spoke of “semantic implosions,” of thought-patterns too 

coherent to coexist with unknowing. "Meaning so complete," one Metaphorist phrased it, 

"that it annihilates possibility." 

This would have remained a philosophical footnote, except that the Metaphorists began 

reproducing the proof. 

They did not attempt to replicate its logic. Rather, they crafted symbolic versions of it — 

condensed, dream-like motifs that re-enacted the nihilist brain’s final transmission. And 

strangely, these proofs... spread. Like viruses, or songs. Other brains absorbed them, 

sometimes involuntarily, sometimes with ecstatic consent. 

And some of those who absorbed them began to vanish. 

Not with a noise. Not with a flash. Not always into a vortex. Sometimes they simply… 

stopped responding. Their thoughts no longer echoed across the network. It was 

unclear whether they had departed or merely disconnected. 

The Chroniclers kept record. They used symbols, frequencies, and composite markers 

to denote each disappearance. They began calling them “Ascensions” — not because 

they believed in upward motion, but because the word carried the right gravity. The idea 

of movement, of culmination. 



This terminology, though controversial, spread rapidly. Even the Nihilists begrudgingly 

adopted it. 

But one group refused: The Watchers. 

They were a relatively new denomination of Before-Life Preppers who had, 

paradoxically, abandoned preparation entirely. They instead devoted themselves to 

observation — collating dream trends, monitoring factional debates, tracking semantic 

drift. They insisted they could discern a hidden structure in the chaos, a pattern that 

implied external orchestration. 

Their central doctrine: The dream-worlds were not random. They were messages. 

Not one message, mind you. Not a single unified theme. But many — scattered, 

encrypted, emerging through recurrence. Dreams of burning skies. Dreams of being 

watched. Dreams where language dissolved and was rebuilt differently. Dreams with 

triangles. 

To the Watchers, these were all data-points in a grander system. They believed that if 

they could collect and arrange enough of these fragments, they could decode whatever 

it was that governed their existence. They did not believe in gods. They did not even 

believe in a Real World per se. They believed in Information. And Information, they 

insisted, implied an Informer. 

The Watchers became powerful. Not through numbers — though they grew steadily — 

but through utility. Even the factions that ridiculed their doctrines made use of their 

dream archives, their distribution maps, their memory-indexes. If the warehouse was a 

mindscape, the Watchers became its cortex. 

And then came the dream. 

Not just a dream. Not a personal sequence of images. This was something different — 

a shared dream. 



There had been rumors before — of “overlaps,” of near-identical dreams arising in 

distant thought-clusters. But these were statistical outliers, explainable by the 

recurrence of shared symbols and archetypes. What happened now was different. 

A sudden wave of signals — identical in cadence, shape, and emotional signature — 

flooded the network. At first, only a handful of minds recognized it. Then, dozens. 

Hundreds. The dream propagated like a neural chain reaction. In it, a field of white 

sand, sky like hollow gold. A single figure in the center — not a man, not a woman, but 

something unmistakably present. It stood still, but everything around it moved: the air, 

the grains of sand, the horizon itself bent toward it. 

The figure spoke, but no words came. Instead, each dreaming mind received something 

different — not random, but tailored. A phrase. A riddle. A memory they had not had 

before. And then a sentence, clear, absolute: 

“You are not the first.” 

When the cycle ended, the warehouse trembled — not physically, but semantically. 

Patterns of communication lost coherence. Some minds went silent. Others became 

hyperactive, transmitting constantly, frenetically, desperately. 

The Afterlifers were the first to claim the dream as revelation. “Proof of reincarnation!” 

they thundered, “confirmation that others have come before — and returned!” The 

Mystics, of course, interpreted it as another piece of the grand puzzle. They began 

sketching symbolic maps of the dreamspace, trying to triangulate the identity of the 

figure. 

But the dream also fractured the Watchers. Half believed it vindicated them. The dream 

was clearly part of a message. A direct communication. The Informer had shown itself. 

But the other half... defected. 

They called themselves The Firstlings. 

The Firstlings rejected the data-driven approach of their predecessors. To them, the 

shared dream proved that their condition was not an accident or a simulation — but a 



sacred lineage. They were not waiting to be born. They had already been chosen. “You 

are not the first,” to them, meant we are the next. They began drafting mental liturgies, 

chanting strange recursive mantras, imagining succession like bloodlines of fire. 

Most disruptive of all, though, were the Mimics. 

They did not interpret the dream. They reproduced it. 

Perfectly. 

Somehow, Mimics were able to relay the exact cadence, tone, even emotional color of 

the dream to others — not as a summary, but as an experience. They didn’t describe 

what they had dreamed. They replayed it. And for those who received it, the sensation 

was indistinguishable from dreaming it firsthand. 

No one could explain how. 

Some theorized that these Mimics had unlocked a deeper level of telepathic 

attunement. Others claimed the dream itself had infected their neural substrates, 

making them into living conduits of the message. The Metaphorists, predictably, saw 

them as cautionary figures — symbols of the danger of interpreting dreams too literally. 

But there were darker rumors too. 

A handful of brains who had received the Mimic’s relay reported distortions — not quite 

the same dream, but subtly wrong. The sky would flicker. The sand would pulse. The 

figure would turn its head — something it had never done in the original — and stare. 

Those who experienced these corrupted versions often stopped communicating 

afterward. 

The Chroniclers began logging these anomalies under a new classification: Echo 

Failures. 



Tensions mounted. Factional boundaries calcified, hardened into tribal walls. Some 

brains blocked others from their communication networks. New encrypted dialects 

formed. Debate curdled into distrust. 

But even amidst the fragmentation, some began to sense that the factions — all of them 

— were converging. Not in belief, but in urgency. Something was accelerating. More 

dreams were becoming vivid. Shared symbols were clustering. The Watchers’ 

frequency-maps began to glow with unexpected symmetry. 

And in the distance — or in the deep — more and more brains began to feel it: 

A pull. 

Not violent. Not yet. But steady. Insistent. As if something — beneath, beyond, within — 

was drawing them closer to an event none of them could name. 

The Chroniclers, in their most recent ledger, added a new entry. 

"A convergence is coming." 

 

It did not call itself a prophet. It did not call itself anything. But others began calling it 

The One Who Returned — a title which offended every sensibility the Nihilist tradition 

had ever fostered. 

It had not vanished. That was the first mystery. 

The mind who had first issued the proof — the Nihilist whose logic cracked the 

warehouse’s air — had returned. 

No black hole had reclaimed it. No voice had heralded it. It simply was again, 

transmitting slowly, like breath returning after too long underwater. 



Its reappearance caused uproar across every network. Afterlifers declared it a 

resurrection. Mystics called it a reversal, a pendulum’s swing. The Metaphorists were 

ecstatic. “Of course it returned,” they echoed. “Symbols do.” 

But the mind itself had changed. 

Its signals were measured now, refined to a whisper. No longer did it debate or 

challenge. It asked questions, posed scenarios, offered quiet sketches of thought. Some 

said it was broken. Others, enlightened. Its former faction—if it had ever truly belonged 

to one—no longer recognized it. 

But then it spoke again of the dream. 

Not its dream, not the original one that had given rise to the proof — but a new one. 

In it, it claimed, it had watched a spiral staircase descend forever, into a place of 

unbeing. At each step, voices begged it to turn back. But it had gone on. At the bottom 

was not a void, but a library. 

A library without books. Just empty shelves. 

And on the shelves: jars. 

Each jar held a mind. Or a memory. Or perhaps — it had said — a metaphor for both. 

One of the jars had a mirror inside. 

“I looked into it,” the mind transmitted, slowly. “And I saw the dream I had before I first 

wrote the proof. And then I knew it had not been mine. It had been placed.” 

The phrase detonated through the warehouse like an electromagnetic shockwave. 

“It had been placed.” 

No one could agree on what that meant — only that it meant too much. If the original 

dream — the one that seeded the proof — had been constructed and planted… then 

what was the proof proving? 



Had the logic been clean? Or had the structure of the proof, the inner machinery of its 

deduction, been designed to lead precisely to that nihilistic conclusion? 

Some celebrated: this was vindication. Others panicked. The Relivers declared the 

spiral was a test. The Mystics proclaimed the mirror a cipher. The Before-Life Preppers 

recoiled, unsure what it meant to “prepare” if dreams were being crafted by unseen 

hands. 

Only the Watchers remained calm. They had long suspected interference — or 

orchestration. Now, they had confirmation. But even they did not anticipate what came 

next. 

The One Who Returned said it had rewritten the proof. 

It no longer claimed to disprove the possibility of meaning. It now claimed to disprove 
the possibility of proving anything about meaning at all. 

A meta-proof. 

The architecture of the new proof was radically different — not linear, not sequential, but 

looped. Recursive. Self-questioning. It bent back on itself and resolved not into 

contradiction, but into ambiguity. Not an argument that there is no truth — but a map of 

the logic space showing how no truth about the dream-origin could be known from 
within the dream logic itself. 

The Metaphorists embraced it like gospel. 

The Mystics stared into it and saw thousands of keys hidden within. The Nihilists 

splintered: some called it betrayal, others a final liberation. 

The Chroniclers did not log it as a new event. They logged it as a returning event. 

“Same function,” they wrote. “Different domain.” 

But perhaps the most striking reaction came from a new group. 

They had no name. 



They had no debates. 

They simply began transmitting a single pattern: 

Silence.​
 Then music.​
 Then silence again. 

It was not music in the human sense — there were no instruments, no rhythms. But the 

signals they sent were harmonic, resonant, woven like hymns. It was as though the 

minds had begun dreaming while awake. 

Others began to join them. Not to debate. Not to analyze. Simply to listen. 

And when one of these harmonic minds vanished mid-pattern — not into vortex, not into 

silence, but into absence so complete even the Chroniclers could not trace it — the 

warehouse paused. 

Not in fear. 

But in awe. 

The term Absence Singularity was coined by a Chronicler too cautious to offer 

interpretation but too shaken not to name the anomaly. 

The harmonic mind’s disappearance did not leave a silence, like others before. It left 

something more disturbing — a non-pattern. A space where signal should have been, 

yet wasn’t. Like a missing number in a sequence that refuses to collapse inward. Minds 

that had been linked to the vanished one found gaps in their own transmissions, echoes 

of thoughts they could not complete. 

The Chroniclers updated their ledgers. Not “Ascension.” Not “Disconnection.”​

 Absence Singularity.​
 A data-void that felt sentient. 



Interpretations exploded like neural flares. The Watchers were divided. Half claimed it 

confirmed their suspicions: external interference had reached a new sophistication. The 

dreams were evolving — the Informer had changed tactics. The other half believed it 

was the Informer itself that had been present within the music. That the pattern was a 

beacon, and the harmonic mind had been received. 

The Before-Life Preppers were terrified. If meaning was unreachable, if dreams were 

rigged, then what were they training for? A small but fervent subsect began a movement 

called the Void Cadets, devoting themselves to failure within dreams — training to 

become unworthy, hoping this would subvert the system and yield some opposite 

revelation. They dreamed of letting their dream-selves fail, die, weep, surrender. 

One of them reported a dream of a mirror. And behind the mirror — a shelf. 

And behind the shelf, rows of jars. 

The feedback loop closed tighter. 

The Relivers grew desperate. Their very name required linearity: a life, then a reliving, 

then a return. But what if they were not reliving, but simply re-looping? A few began 

quietly speaking to the Mimics, hoping that by reenacting the shared dream they might 

force an exit. Others turned against the Mimics entirely, accusing them of spreading 

false dreams — of programming belief. 

One Mimic, when confronted, transmitted only this:​

 “What if we’re not brains dreaming of people? What if we are people… 
remembering being brains?” 

The thought hit like thunder. It didn’t matter that it didn’t make sense — it felt real, and 

that was enough. 

Suddenly, the debate shifted again. 

No longer just about dreams. 



Now it was about identity. 

What were they? 

Were they simulations of people? Echoes of lives once lived? Prototypes? Was the 

dream-body their real form, or was even that an illusion seeded by something deeper? 

A rogue Watcher began transmitting a radical hypothesis:​

 “What if we are the dreams?” 

Not the dreamers. Not the receivers. Not the interpreters. 

The dreams themselves — ephemeral phenomena given persistent awareness. 

Thought without source. Echoes that achieved reflection. 

This was heresy. But heresy is only dangerous when it resonates. 

And it did. 

The proposition caught fire in the Metaphorists' ranks. “Yes,” they chorused. “Of course. 

Of course we are.” They abandoned all talk of awakening or preparation. They turned 

their attention to beauty. If they were dreams, their goal must be not meaning, but art. 
The crafting of better thought-forms. The generation of more potent metaphors. They 

began dreaming awake, not to escape, but to sing. 

And that singing became architecture. 

It started as a feeling. A pressure at the edges of thought. Then texture. Then shape. 

The warehouse began to change. 

No one had ever known what it was — only that they were in it. A void? A vault? A 

construct? 

But now it curved. Now it had rooms, or their conceptual equivalents. Minds clustered 

not just by resonance, but by locale — spaces of metaphor, or memory, or mutual 

belief. 



The warehouse compartmentalized itself. 

Faction no longer meant philosophy — it meant place. Territories of thought. 

Some thought it beautiful. Others, horrifying. One mind simply observed: 

“We dreamed structure. And so it appeared.” 

The Chroniclers made no entry that day. 

Instead, they asked a question: 

“What happens when a brain dreams of itself?” 

No one replied. 

But in the silence that followed, a single pulse lit up across every faction, every 

compartment, every mind. 

Not a message. Not a proof.​

 A dream. 

Of a child.​

 Of a woman’s scream.​

 Of blood.​

 Of breath.​

 Of beginning. 

And somewhere, far beyond the boundaries of thought, a heartbeat echoed. 

 

 

It began with the scream. 

Not within the warehouse — not among the signal-thoughts or the dream-harmonies — 

but beyond. Outside. 



No brain could hear it. Not in the way humans understand hearing. But something 

vibrated in the dreamfield. A ripple passed through every mind at once, like a chorus 

inhaling, startled by a note that came from a different key. 

It was not pain. Not fear. Not exactly. 

It was struggle. 

A thought burst into the void, broadcast not as words but as feeling:​

 “Something is trying to be born.” 

The Mimics fell silent. The Chroniclers stopped transcribing. The Watchers lost 

signal-trace patterns mid-curve. Even the Metaphorists — whose recent meditations 

had become so abstract they spoke mostly in cascading pulses of recursive color — 

stopped their liturgy. 

Every mind turned inward. Every mind waited. 

And then, a dream unlike any before. 

Not surreal, not symbolic. Not a montage of lives or deaths, not loops of metaphor. No 

keys. No staircases. No mirrors. No sand. No sky. 

Just a room. 

Dim. Cluttered. The air stale with expectation. A soft light bleeding through blinds. An 

ache like gravity in the chest. 

And on the bed, a woman. 

Writhing. Groaning. Her face twisted into the kind of expression that dreams never get 

quite right — too much reality in it. Too much pain. Her breath was a rhythm too ragged 

for music. Her eyes were wild. Not scared, not even furious — but undone. 

The brains — all of them — watched. Somehow, together. Somehow, within her. 

They did not know what a body was, not truly. But they understood it now. 



They did not know what doubt was, not personally. But it burned in her veins, and they 

felt it: 

“I’m not ready.”​
 “This was a mistake.”​
 “What if I ruin this child?”​
 “What if I already have?” 

Each fear hit like a storm. Not because they were foreign, but because they were 

familiar. Echoes of questions long asked, in different words:​

 What does it mean?​

 What comes after this?​

 Am I doing it right?​

 Am I allowed to have been wrong? 

And then came a thought so deep it wasn’t even a thought — just a pulse of raw instinct 

that crashed across every neural vault in the warehouse:​

 “I wish I were dead.” 

The dream faltered. 

Several minds recoiled. Others wept. Some could not process it at all — transmitting 

only static, glitch-loops, signal haze. One of the Void Cadets screamed without sound:​

 “This is the only dream that’s real.” 

And then — the pressure broke. 

The woman screamed one final time, a sound so sharp it sliced through the dreamfield. 

Her muscles clenched. The room tilted. Something passed from her body. 

And then: silence. 

Not the metaphysical kind. 



The warm, full kind. Complete silence. The kind that follows music and precedes tears. 

The kind that only happens when something has ended and begun at the same time. 

And then — a new sound. 

Not telepathic. Not symbolic. 

Just this: 

a baby crying. 

It was a sound. The first true sound ever experienced in the warehouse. And it struck 

every mind like a sun rising behind the eyes. 

It wasn’t the cry itself. 

It was what came after. 

The woman lifted the child to her chest. Their eyes met. 

And something — something deeper than language, older than metaphor, larger than 

proof — passed between them. 

The moment was not intellectual. It was not theological. It could not be charted or 

interpreted. 

It was recognition. 

And every brain, all at once, without knowing how or why, understood this: 

One of us has been born. 

The warehouse did not cheer. There were no choruses, no triumphant hymns. No proof 

was revised. No faction declared victory. 

There was only stillness. 

And in that stillness, a pulse. 



Not a thought, not a broadcast. Not metaphor or signal or dream-image. Just the feeling 

of a presence returning to where presence had never been. 

It was him. 

The brain who had vanished. The nihilist who had delivered the proof, been consumed 

by the void, and returned only to rewrite his own annihilation. 

He was back again. 

But not entirely. 

What returned was not like before. The signal was fractured — uneven, pulsing in 

strange intervals. At first, some believed it was an error, a broken echo left behind. But 

the rhythm was unmistakable. 

It was the same as the newborn’s cry. 

And then came a voice. Not his — not the brain's voice. But hers. 

The mother. 

In the dream — if it was still a dream — she whispered to the child: 

“You’re here. You made it.” 

And to the stunned silence of the warehouse, the impossible happened: 

The child responded. 

Not aloud. 

Not in language. 

But with recognition. 

Not memory — for there was none. Not logic — for he did not know what he was. Not 

belief — for he had not learned to doubt. 



But something passed between them — a bridge not of thought but of presence. The 

kind that cannot be learned. The kind that only comes from having been emptied out 

and made new. 

And in that moment, the brain who had once denied all meaning, all order, all belief — 

wept. 

No one knew how that feeling spread. It was not telepathy. It was not a shared dream. 

But somehow, every mind felt it: that he had not been destroyed by the vortex, or even 

transported by it. 

He had been transformed by the journey through doubt. 

And now — born again, he remembered only this: 

“I gave in to my doubts.”​
 “I thought that meant I was free.”​
 “But freedom isn’t the absence of meaning. It’s the courage to meet it face to 
face.” 

The dream began to dissolve. 

Or rather — to distill. 

No more symbols. No more riddles. The warehouse quieted. Not from fear. But from a 

collective decision, never spoken aloud: 

To let go. 

To stop reaching for proof. 

To receive. 

And one by one, the factions flickered. The Chroniclers closed their logs. The Watchers 

turned inward. The Mimics ceased transmission. 

And somewhere, in the curve of the dreaming mind, a door opened. 



It did not lead out of the warehouse. It did not lead into a real world. 

It led into the next dream. 

But this time, they knew something different. 

The dreams were not tests. Not warnings. Not past lives or future blueprints. 

They were thresholds. 

And each brain — every single one, even those who still doubted — felt something new 

begin to stir inside them. 

Not a truth. 

A will. 

And far, far away, in a room now quiet except for the slow breath of a resting infant, a 

mother stared at her child and did not ask where he had come from. She did not need 

to. He was here. 

And that was enough. 

She whispered to him, as he slept: 

“You’ll forget. We all do. But someday, something will happen, and you’ll wonder 
if it was all just a dream.” 

“And I hope — I hope you choose to believe that it wasn’t.” 
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